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Welcome to Washington DC

Marvin Ventrell, 
Chief Executive Officer, NAATP 



NAATP Public Policy Statement 

NAATP Provides a Unified Voice

NAATP and our members set the national standard for addiction treatment care and operation 
through united law and public policy advocacy. As treatment professionals, we advance our work on 
both a day to day patient treatment level and a broader systemic policy level. These are the 
concurrent approaches necessary to evolve our work and reach the largest number of people with 
the best treatment possible.

The purpose of this Public Policy Statement is to describe the positions of the National 
Association of Addiction Treatment Providers (NAATP) relative to issues of law, policy, funding, 
and regulation that impact the delivery of addiction treatment.



Essential elements of policy influence

Public Policy Updates

2019 Hill Day Success

Your participation matters!



• The Power of Collective Voice

• Who is allowed to participate

• The Right Candidate 
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NAATP Political Action Committee
Scott Munson, Chair 



NAATP Priorities 

  Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equality Act (Parity)          Behavioral Workforce Shortage 

Medicare in Residential Treatment



Policy Review
Mark Dunn, NAATP Director of Public Policy

Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equality Act (Parity)

Americans continue to be denied access to SUD care because the 
Federal Parity Act is not being enforced. In 2022, Congress 
authorized funds to enable States to fully enforce this critical law.  
NAATP asks that those funds be included in this year’s appropriations 
bills.

The Department of Labor has asked for authority to access financial 
penalties on insurance companies who refuse to comply with this law. 
Congress should provide that authority.



Policy Review
Mark Dunn, NAATP Director of Public Policy

Behavioral Workforce Shortage 

As addiction rates rose dramatically over the course of the pandemic, and more patients 
arrived with greater acuity than previously, treatment providers have been faced with an 
exhausted and depleted workforce creating greater staffing challenges in recruitment, hiring, 
and retention. 

Increase funding and expand national loan repayment programs. This would include the 
National Health Service Corps (NHSC), the NHSC SUD Workforce Loan Repayment Program, 
and the SUD Treatment and Recovery (STAR) Loan Repayment Program as a means to 
increase access to tuition assistance for the mental health and SUD treatment fields.

Support implementation of the Mental Health Access Improvement Act. Passed into law in 
late 2022, the bill would allow marriage and family therapists and licensed professional 
counselors to bill Medicare and provide support for this sector of the workforce in preparation 
for new billing structures.



Policy Review
Mark Dunn, NAATP Director of Public Policy

Medicare Residential Treatment
 

Medicare beneficiaries do not have access to residential 
treatment for SUD. Congress should pass legislation to 
eliminate the discrimination of this population and provide 
access to the full continuum of care and close the healthcare 
coverage gaps.



Leave Behind Packets 

- Cover Letter
- Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equality Act (Parity)
- Workforce Solutions
- Medicaid Residential Treatment
- Substance Use Disorder Updates
- Quality Assurance Guidebook





• Each state should have two Senate appointments – made by Senate 
Lead in each state
• Representative appointments were made by constituents

  It’s not too late! 

• Coordinate with others in your constituent group 
• Who will talk about what issue?
• Plan how you can all contribute to discussion of each issue

• Give the person you are meeting with the Leave Behind packet and 
reference the relevant paper as you are talking about each issue.

• Most likely you will meet with staff members. 

Your Appointments



Making It Local
• Why do these issues matter in your District? Your 

treatment facility? Can you give a real life example? 
Bring the boots on the ground perspective. 
• Data sources 
• Who do you represent? 



Tips for a Successful Legislative Visit

• Be concise! 15 – 20 min is a typical meeting length. 
• IF there is a specific bill, don’t forget to “close the deal” and ask for Support or Opposition to Bill XXX, 

depending on what you are referencing.
• Offer yourself as a resource for ongoing discussion of issues.
• Don’t make things up. If you don’t know something acknowledge that and offer to get the info and get 

back to them.
• Non-partisan; Singleness of purpose
• Get the contact info of the person you are meeting with. Give them your contact info.
• Thank them for their time.

After the visit –
• Follow up, follow up, follow up – get back with any info you promised promptly.
• Send a thank you note/email quickly.
• IF a specific bill was discussed, continue to communicate about progress the bill is making.
• Connect with staff in the District office. Attend events when legislator is back home. 



Advocacy is Like Baseball! 

• Legislative changes happens s-l-o-w-l-y! 

  It’s supposed to. 

• Most of the time when a batter steps up to the 
plate, nothing happens! 

• Very successful baseball players hit around .300.

• Wayne Gretzky: “You miss 100% of the shots you 
don’t take.” 









Capitol Hill Hotel Wednesday, May 24th

8:00 am – 4:00 PM

The Independent Meeting Room

• Beverages & light snacks 
throughout the day

• Luggage storage – check with the 
bell stand

• Hill Day Committee members will 
be available for help & questions

• Report back after visits





State Level Issues – No one knows like you do! 

- Budget
- Funding Sources
- Counselor Licensing 
- Regulation of Treatment Facilities



• State-level initiatives drive the national policy

• Many Federal initiatives are enforced at the 
state level

• Local Issues vary, and require local input

• Engagement with other stakeholders helps 
build better solutions and allies for larger 
policy issues. 

Advocacy is Needed at the State Level, Especially Now







• Strategic Advice/Planning Guidance
• Best Practices

• Letters of support
• Talking Points 

• Encouragement and Support

How can NAATP Support you?



Questions? 

Let us know how we can help!

• mdunn@naatp.org
• nsoda@naatp.org
• slayton@lahacienda.com

mailto:robertmiles@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robertmiles@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robertmiles@sbcglobal.net

